Introduction
Clearwing moths of the tribe Sesiini Boisduval, 1828 have a predominantly old world distribution. Only three species, all belonging to the Holarctic genus Sesia Fabricius, 1775, including the introduced European Sesia apiformis (Clerck, 1759) , are known from the Americas (Eichlin & Duckworth 1988 , Eichlin & Taft 1988 , Pühringer & Kallies 2004 . The highest species diversity is known from the eastern and south-eastern parts of Asia with currently 86 species assigned to 10 genera (Špatenka et al. 1999 , Pühringer & Kallies 2004 , Kallies & Arita 2004 , Heppner 2011 , Kallies 2011 . The current knowledge of the Afrotropical Sesiini fauna was gathered predominantly in recent years and is still fragmentary. Three nominal species of the genera Callisphecia Le Cerf, 1916 and Madasphecia Viette, 1982 were placed in Sesiini by Pühringer & Kallies (2004) . A review of the five Sesiini species of the Madagascan subregion belonging to the genera Hovaesia Le Cerf, 1957 , Melittosesia Bartsch, 2009 , Lenyrhova Le Cerf, 1957 and Madasphecia Viette, 1982 Pühringer & Sáfián (2011) described Barbasphecia, a genus from Ghana comprising two species, in Sesiini. Meanwhile, the classification of the majority of African Sesiidae, in particular of the southern part (Namibia, South Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe and Mozambique south of river Zambezi), was established and several genera as well as some misplaced species were regarded belonging to Sesiini (Vári, Kroon & Krüger 2002) . With currently fifteen recognized genera, all of which are endemic, the Afrotropical Sesiini fauna appears to be exceedingly diverse. So far, this diversity is not reflected by high numbers of described species, but, considering the insufficient level of exploration, this is not surprising. Just as in other regions of the world, the Afrotropical Sesiini includes some of the largest and most colourful Sesiidae species known, but also some inconspicuous and rather small species.
